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Congratulations 
Congratulations to Steve Jackson he has completed his 40 hours to become a certified Master Garden! 

If you are working on certification make sure your hours are in the database, I can not certify you until you have 
reported your hours. If you have your hours please enter them before October 20, to be recognized at the November 
meeting. 

Hours 
319 hours reported 
as of October 3, 2022 
• Total Hours Value: $8,300.38
• Total Project Miles: 1,454
• Total Miles Value: $908.75
• Total Value: $9,209.13

Please report your hours! The final reporting deadline of hours for 2022 is 
December 23, 2022.  

White Oak Acorn Collection 
The Tennessee Division of Forestry needs quality White Oak acorns for reforestation efforts across the state. We hope 

to accomplish this goal with the assistance of landowners, forestry and civic organizations, and any other interested 
individuals. Acorn collection is an easy and rewarding task and a fantastic opportunity to learn more about Tennessee trees 
and earn volunteer service hours. We hope you decide to assist with this conservation effort. 

See the information at the end of the newsletter for more details. 

2022 Dates 
• November 5, 2022, Quarterly Meeting – Pikeville

2023 Dates (Tentative) 
• February 4, 2023 - Quarterly Meeting, Location TBD
• April ?, 2023 - Quarterly Meeting, Location TBD
• May 5-7, 2023 - Valley Fest
• July ?, 2023 - Quarterly Meeting and Tomato Tasting,  Pikeville
• November 4, 2023 - Quarterly Meeting, Location TBD

April and July dates and locations will be set at the November Meeting.
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UT Gardens Plant of the Month 
Finding State Pride in Three Tennessee Asters 
UT Gardens’ October 2022 Plant of the Month 

Submitted by Whitney Hale, Education Coordinator, UT Gardens, Knoxville 
Did you know that the aster family gets its name from 

the Greek word for star? Since I am in the Tri-Star state, I 
have chosen three native Tennessee asters as the focus of 
this column. ‘Rockcastle aster’ (Eurybia saxicastellii), 
‘Raydon’s Favorite’ (Symphyotrichum 
oblongifolium ‘Raydon’s Favorite’) and ‘Rachel Jackson’ 
(Symphyotrichum oblongifolius ‘Rachel Jackson’) are 
attractive southeastern natives that provide three seasons 
of interest while supporting wildlife and showcasing what 
Tennessee stars offer in the landscape. 

Our first Tennessee star is the white ‘Rockcastle aster’ 
that is native only to Tennessee and Kentucky. This is one 
of the most visited-by-pollinators plants in East Tennessee 
according to the latest research at the University of 
Tennessee. The two other native Tennessee stars cited 

here are more commonly found. Believed to have originated near Lookout Mountain in southeast Tennessee, ‘Raydon’s 
Favorite’ is an excellent aromatic aster to add to the garden. It is similar to the standard garden favorite ‘October Skies’ but 
has a more compact growth habit and a darker purple color. ‘Rachel Jackson’, found in former First Lady Rachel Jackson’s 
garden at the historic Hermitage mansion in Nashville, has purple flowers that stop you in your tracks when seen en masse. 
Plant either of the latter varieties in front of a living screen or in a pocket area of the garden that can be viewed from 
various angles. I love the purple against a contrasting backdrop. While ‘Rockcastle aster’ blooms from August to November, 
both ‘Raydon’s Favorite’ and ‘Rachel Jackson’ bloom from October to November. 

Each of these asters adds winter interest to the garden when the stems are left uncut and also provides excellent 
shelter for our native pollinators. Cut stems back in early spring for lush growth. All three asters grow well in average 
garden soil and can be found at UT Gardens, Knoxville. ‘Rachel Jackson’ is on display near the Gardens’ Neyland Greenway. 
‘Raydon’s Favorite’ grows near the Kitchen Garden and ‘Rockcastle aster’ in research sites throughout the Gardens. While 
‘Rockcastle aster’ can tolerate partial shade, the other two prefer full sun. ‘Rachel Jackson’ is hardy to USDA zone 4, 
‘Raydon’s Favorite’ is hardy to zone 3 and ‘Rockcastle aster’ is hardy to Zone 6a- making them ideal perennials to add to 
your Tennessee home landscape. Plant these asters in a place where you can enjoy their beauty up close and from afar to 
take advantage of their propensity to attract pollinators and their delightful colors. I encourage you to show your state 
pride by planting and preserving these three Tennessee stars.  

The UT Gardens includes plant collections located in Knoxville, Crossville, and Jackson. Designated as the official 
botanical garden for the State of Tennessee, the collections are part of the UT Institute of Agriculture. The Gardens’ mission 
is to foster appreciation, education, and stewardship of plants through garden displays, educational programs, and research 
trials. The Gardens are open during all seasons and free to the public. 
  

Rachel Jackson' is truly the star of the autumn show at the UT 
Gardens, Knoxville. Photo courtesy of Whitney Hale. 
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Gardening Tips 
“Gardening requires lots of water - most of it in the form of perspiration.”   
Lou Erickson 
November Tips 
 

While frost may be coming, there is still much to do this gardening.  
  

Shrubs and trees 
• It's an ideal time to plant or transplant trees, shrubs, and fruit crops. Be sure to water well and add a good 3- to 4-

inch layer of mulch to new plantings. 
• Check newly planted evergreen plants regularly during the winter to ensure they are getting enough water. 
• Mulch existing trees and shrubs to help reduce weeds, provide insulation from freezing temperatures, and 

conserve moisture. 

Perennials, annuals, and bulbs 
• Reduce peony botrytis blight and hollyhock rust by removing and disposing of all leaves and stems this fall. Roses 

should have all their leaves raked from beneath to prevent black spot. Dispose of plant materials in the trash, not 
the compost pile, to reduce the carryover of disease during the winter. 

• Cut chrysanthemum and other perennials' stems back close to the ground once they have begun to die back. Leave 
ornamental grasses to provide winter interest until spring. 

• You can continue to transplant perennials throughout the fall and winter, as long as they remain dormant. 
• Winter annuals, such as pansies, violas, Dianthus chinensis, red mustard, snapdragons, ornamental cabbage, and 

kale can still be planted. The earlier in the month, the better. 
• It's the ideal time to plant spring-flowering bulbs. Consider planting some of the minor bulbs such as winter 

aconite, glory of the snow, species tulips, narcissus, and grape hyacinths. 
• Mulch flower beds with 3 to 4 inches of good compost or fine mulch to keep soil temperature stable and prevent 

winter plant injury from frost heaving. As the compost or fine mulch decomposes, it will enrich your garden soil as 
well. 

Lawn care 
• It's not too late to fertilize your cool-season fescue lawn. Use a turf fertilizer and follow label directions. The 

fertilizer encourages good root development and helps improve the color of the lawn. 
• Keep heavy layers of leaves raked from the lawn. They should be composted. 
• Alternatively, you can mow over a light layer of leaves, turning them into a mulch that adds important nutrients 

back to the lawn.  
• November is the time for the first herbicide application if you have them in your yard. See Wild Garlic and Wild 

Onion for information on herbicides and rates of application.  

Fruits and veggies 
• As soon as leaves fall from fruit trees and berry bushes, spray for the first time with a dormant horticultural oil. 

Spraying helps control overwintering insects and diseases. Apply according to label instructions. 

Indoor plants 
• Give houseplants as much light as possible as lower light days begin. 
• Stop fertilizing indoor plants until spring. 
• If possible, provide houseplants with increased humidity as levels decrease due to indoor heating. 
• Begin to increase the time between waterings, but do not cut back on the amount of water. 
• Force bulbs indoors like narcissus, hyacinths, and amaryllis for color early in the new year; start paperwhites in late 

November for Christmas flowering. 
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Fall Tree Color On-Track to be Superb in Tennessee for 
2022  
Wayne K. Clatterbuck, Professor, Dept. of Forestry, Wildlife & Fisheries, University of Tennessee Extension, Knoxville  

Autumn coloration in Tennessee should be brilliant. Trees are 
not stressed. The combination of not too much or too little 
moisture, few local extended droughts, and warm days and cool 
nights should promote vibrant color change with longer durations 
this year.  

The complicating factor this year is that some local areas of 
Tennessee have been dry for the last two or three weeks. Although 
not a drought, less moisture can impact the intensity of leaf color. 
However, the projected rainfall from forthcoming hurricane 
systems, cooler overnight temperatures that have occurred 
recently, and bright sunny days forecast fabulous leaf colors.  

Tennessee is fortunate to have wide variety of tree species and 
different topographies from Bristol to Memphis. Tree species have 
different patterns of leaf color and shedding of leaves. The varied 

topography provides different environmental conditions that influence the timing and scale of leaf color change each year. 
The color change will peak first at the higher elevations in the mountains of east Tennessee and the Cumberland Plateau 
during the second and third week of October, then progress to the lower elevations. The best colors in the east Tennessee 
valleys and middle Tennessee are usually the last week of October (Halloween) and perhaps extending into November. The 
colors in west Tennessee reach their zenith during the first two weeks of November.  

Factors that influence leaf color are shorter day lengths, moisture, temperature, and sunlight. For more information 
why leaves turn color, refer to UT Extension publication on Changing Colors of Leaves (SP 529) --- 
https://extension.tennessee.edu/publications/Documents/SP529.pdf  

A few summary statements about leaf color change  
• Cool nights and warm days tend to retain leaf color longer and colors are more vibrant.  
• Sunny days promote vivid leaf color. Overcast days will cause color to be duller.  
• Freezing overnight temperatures and early frost will cause leaves to turn brown without leaf color.  
• Adequate moisture will yield a longer period of leaf color.  
• Leaf color change begins first at the higher elevations where it is cooler, then progresses to the valleys allowing 

some leaf color on the Tennessee landscape from October through mid-November.  
• The longer-growing season attributed to climate change consistently has delayed the fall color change in 

Tennessee 7 to 10 days compared to 20 years ago.  

Enjoy the color display! Since weather conditions vary from year to year, no two fall seasons will look the same. Leaf 
color in 2022 is projected to be brilliant. 
 

The Extension Master Gardener Program is a program of the University of Tennessee Extension 

Sheldon Barker 
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Guidelines for Collecting, Processing, and Shipping/Pickup of White 
Oak Acorns 

                                                        
 
Thank you for your interest in collecting white oak acorns for producing seedlings for reforestation. 
We appreciate your interest and efforts in collecting acorns to promote the stewardship, 
conservation, and future of white oaks. Please view the YouTube link (https://youtu.be/5snz3MTde-8) 
and the associated guidelines below for more background information about collecting, processing, 
and shipping/pickup white oak acorns 
 
Guidelines 
 
1. View the YouTube video (link above) to understand the process of how to collect, process, and 
 ship/pickup white oak acorns.  
 
2. Contact the Tennessee Forestry Association (TFA)  --- https://www.tnforestry.com --- or call 
 (615-883-3832) for an acorn collection kit. 
 
3. Call (877-868-7337) or contact the East Tennessee Nursery (www.PlantTNTrees.org) with the 

Tennessee Division of Forestry (TDF), TN Department of Agriculture or your local area forester 
(https://www.tn.gov/agriculture/forests/staff.html). to obtain instructions of where to deliver 
or ship collected acorns. Instructions will differ depending on your location and the amount of 
acorns collected. Acorns are accepted from October 15 – November 15. 

  
4. Collect the acorns. Make sure that only white oak acorns are collected distinguishing white oak 
 acorns from other oak species by referring to the UT Extension Tree Identification Booklet and 
 the handout in the acorn collection kit. 
 
5. Properly clean and store acorns in cool, but not freezing conditions to maintain moisture and 
 viability of acorns as directed in the instructions. Acorns should be taken to your local forestry 
 office as designated by the East TN Nursery as soon as acorns are collected and processed. 
 
If you have additional questions, please contact TFA, the East Tennessee Nursery, or your local area 
forester at the contact information above. We thank you again for collecting white oak acorns to 
ensure the future sustainability of this keystone species for wildlife and wood products. 
 

                          

https://youtu.be/5snz3MTde-8
https://www.tnforestry.com/
http://www.planttntrees.org/
https://www.tn.gov/agriculture/forests/staff.html


WE ARE ASKING FOR 

ASSISTANCE WITH ACORN 

COLLECTION   

FOR M
 
ORE 

INFORMATION
If you have any questions 
regarding acorn collection or tree 
identification do not hesitate to 
contact your local area forester. 
You can find the appropriate 
contact information at the 
following link: 
https://www.tn.gov/agriculture/fore
sts/staff.html  

In addition, the East Tennessee 
State Nursery’s contact 

information is (1-877-868-7337). 

WHEN TO 

COLLECT 
White Oak Acorns will reach 

maturity in Tennessee around 

October 15th- November 15th. 

The first 5-10% of acorns to fall 

are usually aborted acorns that 

are not viable.  

One of the best times to collect 

acorns is after a windstorm, as 

acorns will be blown to the 

ground. 

1. Ensure that the acorns collected are from White Oak (Quercus 
alba). Consult the identification guide/video (https://
youtu.be/5snz3MTde-8) if needed.

2. Special care should be taken to both prevent excessive drying of 
acorns, while also avoiding exposing them to high temperatures

3. 4mm plastic bags can be used for storage and are effective at 
reducing moisture loss.

4. Remove dirt and debris from the acorns.

5. Acorns should be separated from their caps.

6. Acorns should be stored at cool, but not freezing temperatures. 
Refrigerators, basements, cellars, and other cool places are 
satisfactory.

7. Reference the adjacent For Your Information box for contacts 
(Tennessee Division of Forestry Area Forester for your county or 
the East Tennessee Nursery) to obtain instructions on how to 
deliver your collected acorns. Acorns should be delivered to the 
Division of Forestry within three to seven days after collection.

HOW TO COLLECT ACORNS 

A A

Data has been released showing a potential steep decline in the 

abundance of White Oak in our forests if action is not taken soon. 

Because of this, The Tennessee Division of Forestry needs quality 

White Oak acorns for reforestation efforts across the state. We hope 

to accomplish this goal with the assistance of landowners, forestry 

and civic organizations, and any other interested individuals. Acorn 

collection is an easy and rewarding task and a fantastic opportunity 

to learn more about Tennessee trees and earn volunteer service 
hours. We hope you decide to assist with this conservation effort.   

https://www.tn.gov/agriculture/forests/staff.html
https://www.tn.gov/agriculture/forests/staff.html
https://www.tn.gov/agriculture/forests/staff.html
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